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Situation room 

** CURRENT EVENTS IN THE WESTERN BALKANS ** 
Period under review: from 9 May 2025 to 9 June 2025. 

[This report is based on publicly available sources to describe the situation, which may change rapidly.] 

 

Relations between Belgrade and Prishtina: 
 (13 May) Kosovo authorities closed the Public Utility Company "Vodovod Ibar", which operated under the Serbian 

parallel system in North Mitrovica. 

 (15 May) European Council President Antonio Costa stated in Pristina that reducing tensions in northern Kosovo is 

essential for the EU to be able to lift sanctions against Kosovo. 

 (20 May) Kosovo authorities took control of a building on the shores of Lake Ujmani/Gazivode in the north of the 

country on Tuesday, sparking reactions from Serbia, which said the building was being used by the Red Cross. 

 (22 May) The head of EU diplomacy Kaja Kallas, announced while visiting Pristina, that the EU has begun to 

gradually lift sanctions on Kosovo after almost two years, but on the condition that Kosovo reduces tensions in the 

north of the country, where the majority of Serbs live. 

 (5 June) The Basic Court in Pristina sentenced Aleksandar Vlajić to five years in prison, after he pleaded guilty at a 

hearing to charges that he engaged in espionage as a member of the Serbian Security Intelligence Agency (BIA). 

 (10 June) Former member of the Kosovo Police Special Unit, Arbnor Spahiu, who was arrested in Serbia and 

sentenced to one month in detention, is suspected of committing the crime of aggravated murder during the alleged 

terrorist attack in Banjska in 2023. 

Serbia: 

 (9 May) The "Immortal Regiment" march took place on the streets of Belgrade. The column was led by Minister of 

Culture Nikola Selaković, Minister of Economy Adrijana Mesarović, Minister of Family Protection and Demography 

Jelena Žarić Kovačević, and Russian Ambassador Aleksandar Bocan-Harčenko. 

 (9 May) The European Parliament rapporteur for Kosovo, Riho Terras, stated today that the presence of Serbian 

President Aleksandar Vučić at the military parade in Moscow means support for Russian war crimes in Ukraine and 

called on European Council President Antonio Koštu to cancel his announced visit to Belgrade because of this. 

 (9 May) Serbian Foreign Minister Marko Đurić stated that there will be no interruption of EU integration or sanctions 

from Brussels due to President Aleksandar Vučić's visit to Moscow. 

 (12 May) European Commissioner for Enlargement Marta Kos expressed her dissatisfaction over the current situation 

in Serbia during a debate on the Western Balkans Growth Plan in the European Parliament, claiming that she is 

disappointed by what she described as empty reform promises from the new Serbian Prime Minister and Speaker of 

the National Assembly. 

 (13 May) In Novi Sad, the Novi Sad Citizens' Assembly blocked 30 of the city's busiest intersections for 45 minutes. 

Protesters demanded local elections. 

 (14 May) Marija Vasić, an activist and member of the Movement of Free Citizens and one of the six activists arrested 

in Novi Sad, has begun a hunger strike in prison. She is one of the most visible opponents of the authorities in the Novi 

Sad activist scene. 

 (14 May) The EU has approved a new package of sanctions against Russia, targeting its "shadow fleet" that Moscow 

uses to evade sanctions. These will also cover certain Serbian companies. 

 (15 May) After the decision was made to extend the detention of six activists from the opposition Movement of Free 

Citizens (PSG) and the student group STAV, a group of citizens, students, and opposition members blocked the 

building of the High Court in Novi Sad. 
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 (15 May) Sprocure, a company from Serbia that was included in the new 17th package of European Union sanctions 

against Russia, transported 170 shipments to Russia in a year and a half. 

 (16 May) In front of the High Court in Novi Sad, there was a new scuffle early Friday morning between police and 

protesters demanding the release of six activists and students who have been in custody for more than 60 days for 

allegedly attempting to overthrow the constitutional order. 

 (16 May) The European Parliament's rapporteur for Serbia, Tonino Picula, called for the immediate release of Marija 

Vasić and other political prisoners in Serbia. 

 (19 May) The European Commission has announced that it is deeply concerned about the deteriorating health 

condition of professor and activist Marija Vasić, who is on a hunger and thirst strike in detention. 

 (20 May) The public television and media outlet RTS has initiated disciplinary proceedings against employees who 

supported the protests. 

 (22 May) Serbian Army Chief of Staff Milan Mojsilović said that Serbian President Aleksandar Vučić informed 

members of the Staff about the non-paper, a document by Germany and France on Republika Srpska and BiH, which 

he described as a document that  makes the position of Republika Srpska more difficult. 

 (26 May) Participants at the Anti-SLAPP conference organized in Belgrade stated that Serbia leads Europe in the 

number of strategic lawsuits against public participation (SLAPPs), which are most often directed against journalists 

and civil society organizations. 

 (29 May) The Foreign Intelligence Service (SVR) of the Russian Federation has accused Serbia of continuing to 

supply ammunition to Ukraine despite its officially declared neutrality. 

 (30 May) Just one day after the SVR reported that Serbia was arming Ukraine, an explosion occurred at a munitions 

factory in Valjevo. Analysts speculate that it may have been a warning from Russia regarding Serbia's arming of 

Ukraine. 

 (5 June) The organisation Kultura Vojvodina, which supported the students, was left without a budget. The provincial 

authorities have cut off funding for the current year. 

 (8 June) Serbian President Aleksandar Vučić said he is proposing to the government to work with parliament to 

provide additional powers to the police. 

 (9 June) The Journalists' Association of Serbia announced that in the first five months of this year, 74 cases of threats 

against journalists were recorded, and 16 physical attacks were also recorded, which is the highest number in the 

observed period in the past five years. 

 (10 June) Serbian Finance Minister Siniša Mali said that the state will borrow around 1.9 billion euros from foreign 

banks in order to fully pay for the purchase of 12 Rafale fighter jets from France. 

Bosnia and Herzegovina: 
 (9 May) The "Immortal Regiment" march took place in Banja Luka. The event, which began in Russia in 2007 and 

was also held in Bosnia and Herzegovina (BiH) this year, was marked by flags and messages of support from the 

former Yugoslavia and Russia. 

 (9 May) Ten parties in BiH have signed a platform for joint cooperation at the state level, formalising the start of a 

new political coalition. This platform will be offered to all parties except Dodik's SNSD and its partners. The HDZ 

BiH has not yet commented on whether it will participate in the new political option in BiH, as it has previously 

conditioned its participation on a change to the BiH electoral law, which currently allows the Bosniak majority to out-

vote the Bosnian Croats. 

 (10 May) Special police in Brčko attempted to arrest the Prime Minister of the Bosnian entity Republic of Srpska, 

Radovan Višković. He changed his planned route and used a helicopter to evade the police. 

 (10 May) Milorad Dodik, the president of Bosnian entity Republic of Srpska, has announced measures against 

Slovenia in the event of sanctions being imposed on the entity. He expressed readiness for reciprocity, including a 

possible ban on transit for Slovenian ministers through the entity. Dodik stressed that Republiak Srpska would continue 
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to support Slovenian entrepreneurs operating in the entity, while also releasing a public tirade aimed at Slovenia: "Who 

are you to impose sanctions on me? What are you defending? Why did you break up Yugoslavia? Why are you now 

defending BiH on the basis of these principles?" 

 (10 May) The president of the Bosnian entity of Republika Srpska (RS), Milorad Dodik, said he had met with President 

Vladimir Putin four times in Russia in the past two days. Dodik announced that he would request some form of security 

support from Russia, which would include political and territorial guarantees for RS. 

 (12 May) Milorad Dodik, President of the Republika Srpska, Radovan Višković, Prime Minister of the Bosnian-

Herzegovinian entity Republika Srpska, and Nenad Stevandić, President of the Assembly of Republika Srpska, despite 

the order of the Minister of Defence of BiH prohibiting entry, came to the "Kozara" barracks in Banja Luka to mark 

the Day of the Army of Republika Srpska and the Day of the Third Infantry Regiment (RS) of the Armed Forces of 

BiH. 

 (12 May) Foreign Minister Elmedin Konaković sent a note of protest to Serbia over the behaviour of Serbian Defence 

Minister Bratislav Gašić, who refused to stand up during the performance of the Bosnian anthem during a military 

ceremony held at the "Kozara" barracks in Banja Luka on the Day of the Army of the Republika Srpska and the 3rd 

Infantry Regiment. 

 (13 May) The Polish Embassy in BiH confirmed that a procedure has been initiated in Poland to ban entry and transit 

through the country for the President of Republika Srpska, Milorad Dodik,  

 (13 May) Lithuania has imposed sanctions against the senior leadership of Republika Srpska , the President Milorad 

Dodik, Prime Minister Radovan Višković, and President of the Assembly Nenad Stevandić for their participation in 

violating the constitutional order of BiH. 

 (13 May) More than 20 members of the British Parliament called for a change in foreign policy approach and the 

imposition of sanctions against Serbia following Serbian President Aleksandar Vučić's participation in a military 

parade in Moscow on 9 May. 

 (13 May) The Bosniak member of the BiH presidency stated after the meeting of the members of the BiH presidency 

with the President of the European Council Antonio Costa on Tuesday in Sarajevo that the sole and central cause of 

the most serious security crisis in BiH since the signing of the Dayton Peace Agreement is the pro-Russian, separatist 

and anti-Dayton policy of the leadership of the RS entity. 

 (13 May) After meeting with members of the BiH presidency, European Council President Antonio Costa stated that 

he came to Sarajevo to express concerns over the secessionist moves in Republika Srpska. He went on to state that 

this is particularly important during the 30th anniversary of the Srebrenica genocide and the 30th anniversary of the 

Dayton Agreement. 

 (14 May) The National Assembly of the entity RS supported the veto of Željka Cvijanović, President of the Presidency 

of BiH, on the decision of the Presidency of BiH requesting assistance from EUFOR in the arrest of RS officials. 

 (14 May) Leaders of political parties from the Federation of BiH, as well as opposition representatives from other 

Bosnian regions, entity of the RS, did not appear at the meeting in Doboj, to which they were invited by the president 

of the Alliance of Independent Social Democrats, Milorad Dodik. 

 (16 May) The Minister of Defence of BiH, Zukan Helez, stated that he had ordered the suspension of all activities 

within the framework of bilateral military cooperation between the Ministry of Defence of BiH and the Ministry of 

Defence of Serbia due to the improper behaviour of the Minister of Defence of Serbia. The only exception is the 

education of cadets at the military academy in Serbia. 

 (22 May) The Court of BiH sentenced Vojin Pavlović, president of the pro-Russian-oriented Association "Eastern 

Alternative of Republika Srpska", to two and a half years in prison in a first-instance verdict for blatantly denying and 

glorifying the genocide in Srebrenica and glorifying war criminal Ratko Mladić. 

 (23 May) The Franco-German "non-paper" says that the EU should temporarily suspend financial projects that benefit 

Republika Srpska and consider introducing targeted sanctions against individuals who undermine the sovereignty and 

constitutional order of BiH and who come from this entity. 
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 (29 May) The Constitutional Court of BiH has repealed the so-called "Russian" and separatist laws in the entity of 

Republika Srpska. 

 (31 May) International White Ribbon Day was marked today in Prijedor by the local residents with a peaceful parade 

through the pedestrian zone of the city, in memory of the 3,176 killed non-Serb residents of Prijedor and the 

surrounding area, 102 of whom were children, during the war in BIH in the 1990s. 

 (31 May) The President of Republika Srpska, Milorad Dodik, reiterated that the decisions of the Constitutional Court 

of BIH will not be enforced on the territory of this entity of the country. 

 (4 June) High Representative in BiH Christian Schmidt said at a meeting of political parties in BiH that Dodik had 

crossed the red line, but that solutions should be sought at the local level. 

 (5 June) The government of Republika Srpska has provided 60 million marks (about 30 million euros) to the entity's 

gas project company "GAS RES" to begin negotiations on the takeover of the company "Comsar Energy Republika 

Srpska", owned by Russian businessman Rashid Sardarov. 

 

Montenegro:  

 (9 May) The police, acting on the order of the Special State Prosecutor’s Office, arrested Duško Golubović, a longtime 

official of the National Security Agency (ANB) and former employee of the Police Department. He was questioned 

by the Special Police Department and will be brought before the Special State Prosecutor’s Office. He is suspected of 

running a criminal organisation. 

 (14 May) Montenegro and Ukraine have agreed on the text of a ten-year security cooperation agreement, which is 

expected to be signed by Montenegrin Prime Minister Milojko Spajić and Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky. 

 (14 May) During his first visit to Montenegro, European Council President Antonio Costa stated that EU enlargement 

is a key strategic investment for stability, peace and prosperity, and Montenegro can become a member by 2028. 

 (21 May) Montenegro celebrated 19 years since the restoration of independence. 

 (29 May) Montenegrin police have confirmed that Montenegrin citizens suspected of leading a criminal organisation, 

Ivan Delić and Aleksandar Keković, have been extradited to Montenegro from the United Arab Emirates. 

 (3 June) Andrija Mandić will remain the speaker of the Montenegrin parliament after an opposition initiative to 

dismiss him failed to receive a sufficient number of votes. The opposition accused him of deliberately undermining 

the integrity of the parliament with the aim of stopping Montenegro's path to the EU, glorifying Serbian war criminals 

such as Radovan Krarađića and Ratko Mladić, and visiting Banja Luka, where he expressed support for Milorad Dodik 

shortly after the latter was sentenced to a year in prison. One of the central accusations is that Mandić has not dealt 

with the request of the higher prosecutor's office for eight months to lift the immunity of his party colleague, MP 

Marko Kovačević, due to his statement that "those who do not want to be treated as brothers will be treated as Turks". 

 (3 June) The city council members elected Marko Kovačević as the mayor of the Municipality of Nikšić, the second 

largest city in Montenegro. Kovačević is a member of the New Serbian Democracy (NSD), which is led by the 

President of the Montenegrin Parliament Andrija Mandić. Kovačević's first term was also marked by his denial of the 

genocide in Srebrenica in August 2021, for which the state prosecution initiated proceedings against him. He was 

acquitted of the charges. Kovačević was also prosecuted on suspicion that he extended his middle finger during the 

singing of the national anthem in July 2023, which was recorded by the cameras of the Public Relations Service of the 

President of Montenegro, Jakov Milatović. 

 (3 June) The Defence and Security Council of Montenegro dismissed General Zoran Lazarević and appointed Miodrag 

Vuksanović as Chief of the General Staff of the Army of Montenegro.  

 (9 June) A 23-year-old man injured six people with a firearm in a cafe in the centre of Podgorica, five of whom were 

slightly injured, and one was seriously injured, but not in mortal danger, police said. 
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Severna Makedonija:  
 (21 May) North Macedonia and the United Kingdom have signed a strategic partnership agreement. North Macedonia 

will have six billion euros available for capital projects, but the authorities in Skopje are not disclosing the details of 

this borrowing. 

 (23 May) EU High Representative for Foreign Policy Kaja Kallas stated during a visit to Skopje that she is working 

to unblock the process of North Macedonia's integration into the EU. 

 (26 May) More than 2,000 soldiers from North Macedonia, the US, Montenegro, Kosovo, Austria, Greece, Albania, 

Italy, and the United Kingdom will participate in the large-scale military exercise "Rapid Response 2025", which will 

take place from 26 May to 9 June at the Krivolak military training ground in North Macedonia. 
 

Review prepared by: Igor Zidarič 
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