A Convergence of Energy, Security, and Sustainability

Report on the Turkish Atlantic Security Conference 2024

This year's Turkish Atlantic Security Conference (TASC), focusing on “Black Sea Energy
Supply Security,” was held from January 31 to February 2, 2024, at the Double Tree by Hilton
Piyalepasa in Istanbul, Turkiye. It served as a vital platform for discussions on enhancing
energy security, diversifying energy sources, and addressing challenges related to foreign
energy dependency amidst geopolitical tensions and the transition to sustainable energy

practices.

The conference featured a distinguished lineup of speakers from various sectors, including
academia, industry, and diplomacy, contributing their expertise to the discussions on energy
security and sustainability in the Black Sea region. Among the speakers were Gulmira
Rzayeva from the Oxford Institute for Energy Studies, Elena Petrova Poptodorova of ATA
Bulgaria, and Mehmet Efe Biresselioglu from izmir Economy University. The conference also
welcomed contributions from Levent Ozcan of Borusan EnBW Energy Investment and
Production Inc., Mehmet Levent Yilmaz from Girisim Elektrik, and Orhan Gafarli of Ankara
University. Other notable speakers included Pinar ipek from TOBB University of Economics
and Technology, Ozlem Arzu Azer of istanbul Atlas University, Burak Yitgin from APLUS
Energy, Oktay Tanrisever of Middle East Technical University, Vasyl Bodnar, the Ambassador
of Ukraine to Tlrkiye, H.E. Angele Kedaitiene from CCE (Club Climate Europe), Goktirk

Poyrazoglu of Ozyegin University, and Mitat Celikpala from Kadir Has University.

Their insights and analyses enriched the conference's discourse on energy supply security

and strategic energy planning in the region.

Enhancing Regional Energy Cooperation

The discussions on enhancing regional energy cooperation delved deeper into the critical role
of the Black Sea as a pivotal energy nexus, emphasizing the urgent need for diversification in
energy sources and transportation methods. This focus is crucial for bolstering regional
security and ensuring the long-term sustainability of energy supplies amidst changing
geopolitical landscapes and environmental concerns. The dialogue expanded to consider the
vast potential for collaborative endeavours and investments in renewable energies,

infrastructure upgrades, and cutting-edge technological advancements. These efforts aim to



diminish reliance on singular energy sources or pathways, thereby reducing vulnerabilities and

cultivating a more robust energy sector within the region.

The conversations also spotlighted the creation of a cooperative framework engaging
stakeholders from the entire region, exploiting the Black Sea's strategic position to yield mutual
benefits in terms of energy accessibility, economic growth, and environmental stewardship.
This comprehensive approach underscores the importance of regional solidarity, innovative
energy solutions, and proactive policy-making in navigating the complex energy challenges of

today and tomorrow.

Addressing Tiirkiye's Energy Dependency

The discourse on Turkiye's energy dependency illuminated the nation's strategic initiatives to
lessen its dependence on energy imports, spotlighting the significant, yet untapped potential
in renewable energy sectors like wind power. This focus on renewable sources, increasingly
influential in Turkiye's energy market dynamics and surpassing traditional sources such as
hydro and natural gas, underlines the critical need for the nation to fortify its energy security
and infrastructure. By aspiring to become a major energy hub for Europe, Tlrkiye is aligning
with broader objectives of energy diversification and sustainability, thereby positioning itself at

the vanguard of Europe's energy future.

The dialogue broadened to include discussions on innovative energy solutions, the
advancement of renewable technologies, and the development of domestic energy resources
to decrease external dependencies. The collective strategic vision underscored Turkiye's
geographical and natural resource advantages as key to promoting energy independence,
sustainable development, and stronger regional cooperation. This multifaceted approach
involves not only harnessing wind energy but also exploring solar, geothermal, and biomass
resources, reflecting a comprehensive strategy to transition towards a more diversified and

resilient energy system.

Enhanced focus on regulatory reforms, investment incentives, and international partnerships
were also deemed essential for accelerating Turkiye's journey towards energy autonomy and
environmental stewardship, suggesting a robust framework for achieving a balance between

economic growth and ecological sustainability.



Turkiye's Role in Eurasian Energy Security

Tarkiye's role in Eurasian energy security, as discussed at TASC, is multifaceted, reflecting its
strategic efforts to enhance energy infrastructure and diversify energy sources. With significant
investments in renewable energies like hydropower and strategic gas partnerships with
Azerbaijan and Turkmenistan, Turkiye is reinforcing its critical position in the Eurasian energy
landscape. These initiatives are components of a broader strategy aimed at bolstering regional

energy security and affirming Turkiye's status as a key player in Eurasia.

The integration of renewable energy into the Eurasian network was also a focal point,
demonstrating Turkiye's commitment to sustainable energy development and regional
cooperation. This approach not only aims to secure energy supply chains across Eurasia but
also positions Turkiye as a leader in the transition toward a more sustainable and diversified

energy future, fostering enhanced collaboration and synergies across the region.

This comprehensive strategy underscores the importance of Turkiye in bridging European and
Asian energy markets, contributing to energy security and sustainability while navigating

geopolitical complexities.

The EU's Energy Challenges and Solutions

The discussions regarding the European Union's energy challenges underscored the critical
nature of the EU's reliance on energy imports from geopolitically sensitive areas. Experts
advocated for a multifaceted approach to mitigate these vulnerabilities, highlighting the
necessity for a broad-based strategy encompassing the diversification of energy sources, the
development of alternative supply routes, and the enhancement of renewable energy
technologies. This strategy is aimed at securing a reliable and stable energy supply for the
EU, minimizing the risk of disruptions. Additionally, the conversations emphasized the
importance of advancing renewable energy, improving energy efficiency, and cultivating
stronger energy collaborations both within the EU and with external partners. These measures
are pivotal for enhancing the EU's energy resilience and sustainability, addressing both

immediate supply challenges and long-term environmental goals.

The collective vision shared by participants was one of a more integrated and resilient
European energy system, capable of navigating the complexities of the global energy

landscape while adhering to the principles of sustainability and cooperation.



Critical Infrastructure and Cybersecurity

The protection of critical energy infrastructure and strategic mineral security, especially within
the NATO framework, was a major focus at the conference. The sessions brought to light the
increasing importance of cybersecurity in safeguarding energy assets and infrastructure
amidst the transition to more digitized and interconnected energy systems. This digital
transformation elevates the risk to national security, underlining the critical need for robust

cybersecurity measures.

The conference outlined strategies to bolster cybersecurity resilience, emphasizing the role of
public-private partnerships, international cooperation, and the development of cutting-edge
security technologies. These strategies are vital for defending critical energy infrastructure
against the continually evolving cyber threats, ensuring the safety and security of vital energy

resources in an era where cyber vulnerabilities can have significant geopolitical implications.

The discussions extended into the necessity of a comprehensive approach that integrates
policy, technology, and international collaboration to effectively manage and mitigate

cybersecurity risks in the energy sector.

Conclusion

The Turkish Atlantic Security Conference underscored the pivotal role of Turkiye in the broader
Eurasian energy landscape, particularly highlighting its ambition to evolve into a significant
energy hub. This vision is closely tied to the conference's central themes of energy security,
diversification, and the strategic importance of geopolitical dynamics affecting energy supplies
in the Black Sea region and beyond. The discussions delved into the complex interplay
between national energy policies, regional security concerns, and the goals of achieving

sustainable development amid global interconnectivity.

The conference made it clear that Turkiye's strategic geographical position and its initiatives
in energy infrastructure development and partnerships are foundational to its goal of becoming
an indispensable energy conduit between East and West. Emphasizing the need for
collaborative efforts, innovative solutions, and proactive policy-making, the event highlighted
the critical importance of transnational cooperation and strategic foresight in realizing energy
resilience and promoting sustainability. By fostering dialogue and partnerships, TASC laid
down a roadmap for Tlrkiye and its regional partners to navigate the challenges and seize the
opportunities within the evolving energy landscape, marking a significant milestone towards

securing a sustainable and secure energy future.
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