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Situation Room 

** SOUTH CHINA SEA DISPUTE ** 

Period under review: from 15 July 2021 to 21 July 2021. 
[This report is based on publicly available sources to describe a changing situation. Information subject to change.] 

 
Situation analysis recap: 

• The U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken and his 10 Southeast Asian counterparts discussed the 
agenda on the South China Sea disputes, the COVID-19 pandemic, and many other issues in the 
Special ASEAN-U.S. Foreign Ministerial Meeting. Blinken staked out strong positions on China’s 
expansive claims over the South China Sea. 

• U.S. Defence Secretary Lloyd Austin will travel to Singapore, Vietnam, and the Philippines later this 
week. Secretary Austin's visit wishes to demonstrate the importance the Biden administration places 
on Southeast Asia and on ASEAN as an essential part of the Indo-Pacific's strategy. 

• United States Congressional committee on Foreign Relations passed the Ensuring American Global 
Leadership and Engagement (EAGLE) Act to address challenges in Indo-Pacific region. The 
legislation includes key provisions that will strengthen American diplomacy and leadership in the 
strategically important region. 

• The U.S. released its report on U.S.-China competition in the East and South China Seas. 
• The United States Air Force is sending 25 F-22 stealth fighters to an exercise in the western Pacific 

this month. Carl Schuster, a Hawaii-based defence analyst and a former director of operations at the 
US Pacific Command's Joint Intelligence Centre said that deploying a large number of F-22s for the 
exercise sends a message to China at a time when relations are tense over Pacific flashpoints like 
Taiwan and the South China Sea. He added that normal F-22 deployments consist of six to 12 
aircraft. 

• The U.S. and the Philippines are set to reinforce an agreement allowing U.S. troops to operate from 
the island nation as tensions with China remain high. 

• French President Emmanuel Macron said that France and South Pacific nations would launch a 
South Pacific coastguard network to counter behaviour such as illegal fishing, as China expands its 
maritime reach. 

• France has assured the Philippines that as a permanent and currently presiding member of the United 
Nations Security Council, it will perform its role to ensure that international law, particularly the 
1982 United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) and sovereignty of its regional 
partners are upheld. 

• China has dismissed a recent research into catastrophic environmental damage caused by hundreds 
of Chinese fishing boats dumping sewage and wastewater into the South China Sea. 

• The PLA held drills this week in all major Chinese sea areas amid consecutive US military exercises. 
China sees US exercises, such as landing military aircraft on Taiwan, and sailing through Chinese 
claimed territorial waters in the South China Sea as provocations. The action is aimed to display the 
PLA's determination and preparedness. 

• The United States and its allies accused China on Monday, 19 July of a global cyberespionage 
campaign. Beijing rejected the accusation. 

• Britain said on Tuesday, 20 July that it would permanently deploy two warships in Asian waters. 
• Negotiations between Beijing and its neighbours for a code of conduct on activities in the South 

China Sea are facing more uncertainty as tensions rise over the contested waterway. One observer 
commented that the process could end in a stalemate. 



 

Would you like to know more? Are you interested in international security? Join us.  
Find more about Euro-Atlantic Council of Slovenia at www.euroatlantic.org or contact us at 
info@euroatlantic.org.  

 

Sources/Further Reading: 
Acosta, R. (21. July 2021). Philippines Considering Addendum to U.S. Visiting Forces Agreement. USNI News. Available at 
https://news.usni.org/2021/07/21/philippines-considering-addendum-to-u-s-visiting-forces-agreement 
Britain to Permanently Deploy 2 Warships in Asian Waters. (20. July 2021). VOA. Available at https://www.voanews.com/east-
asia-pacific/britain-permanently-deploy-2-warships-asian-waters 
Chen, S. (21. July 2021). How China’s flying submarine drone could change the way sea battles are fought. South China 
Morning Post. Available at https://www.scmp.com/news/china/science/article/3141856/how-chinas-flying-submarine-drone-
could-change-way-sea-battles 
Feng, J. (15. July 2021). China Dismisses Claims They Are Dumping Human Waste in the Sea As 'Big Joke'. Newsweek. 
Available at https://www.newsweek.com/china-dismisses-claims-they-are-dumping-human-waste-sea-big-joke-1610044 
France, South Pacific nations to combat 'predatory' fishing as China extends reach. (19. July 2021). Reuters. Available at 
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/france-south-pacific-nations-combat-predatory-fishing-china-extends-reach-
2021-07-19/ 
Gramer, R. (15. July 2021). China Eyes Pacific Supremacy With New Carrier. Foreign Policy. Available at 
https://foreignpolicy.com/2021/07/15/china-aircraft-carrier-pacific-security/ 
Hayton, B. (21. July 2021). After 25 Years, There’s Still No South China Sea Code of Conduct. Foreign Policy. Available at 
https://foreignpolicy.com/2021/07/21/south-china-sea-code-of-conduct-asean/ 
Lendon, B. (16. July 2021). US Air Force to send dozens of F-22 fighter jets to the Pacific amid tensions with China. CNN. 
Available at https://edition.cnn.com/2021/07/15/asia/us-air-force-f-22-guam-tinian-exercise-intl-hnk-ml/index.html 
Mabasa, R. (16. July 2021). France commits to uphold UNCLOS, maritime order in Indo Pacific region, South China Sea. 
Manila Bulletin. Available at https://mb.com.ph/2021/07/16/france-commits-to-uphold-unclos-maritime-order-in-indo-pacific-
region-south-china-sea/ 
Nakamura, R. (20. July 2021). US defense chief Austin to visit Singapore, Vietnam, Philippines. Nikkei Asia. Available at 
https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/International-relations/Indo-Pacific/US-defense-chief-Austin-to-visit-Singapore-Vietnam-
Philippines 
Pekka Suorsa, O. and Ang U-Jin, A. (20. July 2021). China’s Air Incursions Into Taiwan’s ADIZ Focus on ‘Anti-Access’ and 
Maritime Deterrence. The Diplomat. Available at https://thediplomat.com/2021/07/chinas-air-incursions-into-taiwans-adiz-
focus-on-anti-access-and-maritime-deterrence/ 
Report on U.S.-China Competition in East, South China Sea. (16. July 2021). USNI News. Available at 
https://news.usni.org/2021/07/16/report-on-u-s-china-competition-in-east-south-china-sea-8 
Saha, P. (19. July 2021). India Calibrates its South China Sea Approach. Observer Research Foundation. Available at 
https://www.orfonline.org/research/india-calibrates-its-south-china-sea-approach/ 
Strangio, S. (15. July 2021). US Focuses on Myanmar, South China Sea at Special ASEAN Meeting. The Diplomat. Available 
at https://thediplomat.com/2021/07/us-focuses-on-myanmar-south-china-sea-at-special-asean-meeting/ 
U.S. and allies accuse China of global hacking spree. (20. July 2021). Reuters. Available at 
https://www.reuters.com/technology/us-allies-accuse-china-global-cyber-hacking-campaign-2021-07-19/ 
United States Congressional committee passes EAGLE Act to address challenges posed by China. (16. July 2021). The 
Economic Times. Available at https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/defence/united-states-congressional-committee-
passes-eagle-act-to-address-challenges-posed-by-china/articleshow/84464551.cms 
Xuanzun. L. (20. July 2021). PLA holds drills in all major Chinese sea areas amid consecutive US military provocations. Global 
Times. Available at https://www.globaltimes.cn/page/202107/1229169.shtml 
Zhou, L. (17. July 2021). South China Sea code of conduct talks ‘may end in stalemate’ as tensions rise. South China Morning 
Post. Available at https://www.scmp.com/news/china/diplomacy/article/3141484/south-china-sea-code-conduct-talks-may-
end-stalemate-tensions 
Zulfikar Rakhmat, M. and Habib Pashya, M. (20. July 2021). Indonesia’s Delicate Dance Between China and the US. The 
Diplomat. Available at https://thediplomat.com/2021/07/indonesias-delicate-dance-between-china-and-the-us/ 
Analysis by: Matjaž J. Leben 


