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Situation Room 

** SOUTH CHINA SEA DISPUTE ** 

Period under review: from 3 June 2021 to 9 June 2021. 
[This report is based on publicly available sources to describe a changing situation. Information subject to change.] 

 
Situation analysis recap: 

• Malaysia’s foreign ministry said it would summon China’s ambassador after the airspace intrusion 
by 16 Chinese military planes near the country’s Sarawak state near Malaysian-administered Luconia 
Shoals, a fishing ground in the disputed South China Sea. 

• The recent flight by Chinese military planes over contested waters in the South China Sea, off 
Malaysia's coast, is believed to be a sign of demonstration of Beijing's growing ability to assert 
territorial claims against its neighbours. 

• The Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) said on Tuesday, 8 June that the foreign 
ministers of Southeast Asia and China agreed during a meeting to exercise restraint in the South 
China Sea and avoid actions that could escalate tensions. The sides also confirmed their commitment 
to the renewal of negotiations on the Code of Conduct, a legal framework to avoid the escalation of 
tensions, which started in 2002 and were suspended in 2020 due to the COVID-19 epidemic. 

• The European Union has reiterated its support to the ASEAN-led crafting of the Code of Conduct for 
the South China Sea, which aims to prevent territorial disputes from escalating into an armed conflict 
due to the extremely complicated nature of the various territorial claims in the region. 

• Jens Stoltenberg, Secretary General of the North Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO) will present 
his NATO 2030 plan at the alliance summit on 14 June. According to Stoltenberg, NATO 2030 calls 
for the alliance to be the unique and indispensable forum for transatlantic consultations on all issues 
that affect transatlantic security, including for instance, on Syria, Iran, or the South China Sea. 

Sources/Further Reading: 
Asean, China pledge to exercise restraint in South China Sea, gloss over Myanmar crisis. (8 June 2021). The 
Strait Times. Available at https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/east-asia/asean-china-pledge-to-exercise-restraint-in-
south-china-sea-increase-vaccine  
China, ASEAN agree to avoid provocations in South China Sea. (8. June 2021). Reuters. Available at 
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/china-asean-agree-avoid-provocations-south-china-sea-2021-06-08/ 
China's military flight over Malaysia waters 'aimed at showing dominance'. (5. June 2021). The Economic Times. 
Available at https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/defence/chinas-military-flight-over-malaysia-waters-
aimed-at-showing-dominance/articleshow/83254994.cms 
EU reiterates support to ASEAN’s crafting of Code of Conduct for South China Sea. (4. June 2021). GMA NEWS 
ONLINE. Available at https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/news/world/790192/eu-reiterates-support-to-asean-s-
crafting-of-code-of-conduct-for-south-china-sea/story/ 
Garamone, J. (7. June 2021). U.S. DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE. Available at 
https://www.defense.gov/Explore/News/Article/Article/2648308/us-leaders-see-nato-summit-as-means-to-
strengthen-trans-atlantic-ties/ 
Jennings, R. (4. June 2021). VOA. Available at https://www.voanews.com/east-asia-pacific/eyes-china-british-
aircraft-carrier-group-heads-south-sea-military-drill 
Malaysia to summon Chinese envoy after airspace ‘intrusion’. (3. June 2021). South China Morning Post. Available 
at https://www.scmp.com/video/asia/3135831/malaysia-summon-chinese-envoy-after-airspace-intrusion 
 

Analysis by: Matjaž J. Leben 


