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Situation Room 

** SOUTH CHINA SEA DISPUTE ** 

Period under review: from 13 May 2021 to 19 May 2021. 
[This report is based on publicly available sources to describe a changing situation. Information subject to change.] 

 
Situation analysis recap: 

• Beijing and members of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) are planning a 
meeting of foreign ministers around 7 or 8 June, possibly in China. Both parties are expected to 
revive talks toward a Code of Conduct to avoid conflict in the South China Sea. 

• On 12 May, the United States and South Korea held a government dialogue where they discussed 
ASEAN and events in Southeast Asia. Both countries agreed to expand cooperation in Southeast 
Asia and the Indo-Pacific. 

• Taiwan is building a wastewater treatment plant on the disputed South China Sea island of Dongsha. 
It is scheduled to be completed next month. 

• The Philippine President Rodrigo Duterte rebuffed a call from China to withdraw vessels from a 
contested maritime area near a Chinese military installation. 

• The Philippines is planning to turn an island in the Spratly archipelago into a new logistics and 
resupply base in order to support its military presence and law enforcement operations in the 
disputed area. The Philippine President also warned that Manila’s friendly relationship with Beijing 
could end as a result of this dispute. 

• Japanese Prime Minister Yoshihide Suga and Vietnamese Prime Minister Pham Minh Chinh 
affirmed their opposition to China's growing maritime assertiveness during phone talks on Monday. 
On Wednesday, Philippine President Rodrigo Duterte and the Japanese Prime Minister talked on the 
phone, discussing issues such as the South China Sea, sea piracy and terrorism. 

• The US Navy sent a guided-missile destroyer USS Curtis Wilbur through the Taiwan Strait on 
Tuesday, 18 May.  

• The new US Marines graduated last week from the new Infantry Marine Course, whose final 
exercise simulated a 300-yard (274.32 meters) swim in full battle gear through the South China Sea. 
Amid tensions in the disputed region and over Taiwan, China issued a warning that the US would be 
defeated if the two powers go to war. 

• The U.S. Army revealed the Long-Range Hypersonic Weapon (LRHW) that is designed to fly at 17 
times the speed of sound. The missile is capable of destroying enemy targets from faraway, standoff 
ranges. The weapon was designed with a view of possible conflicts with Russia and China, both of 
which already possess similar, albeit shorter range, systems. The LRHW is set to have its first test 
flight in 2023, and it is primarily do be deployed in Southeast Asia. 
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