Situation Room – Horizon Series
** BALKAN MIGRATION HORIZON: ALBANIA **
Period under review: from January 2021 to 26 April 2021.
[This report is based on publicly available sources to describe a changing situation. Information subject to change.]

Situation analysis recap:
• In Albania, there are 129 refugees, 17 asylum-seekers, 1031 stateless people and 2078 persons of
concern (PoCs). Top three countries of origin for refugees are Kosovo with 65 people, Syria with 14
and China with 12 people. As for asylum-seekers, 6 persons are from Syria, another 6 are from
Palestine and two are from Morocco. Among PoCs the largest groups come from Syria (797 people),
Afghanistan (337 people), and Iraq (327 people).
• Over the past three years, Albania witnessed a stark increase in the number of refugees and migrants
arriving as part of mixed movements, putting a strain on asylum and border management systems.
The country is a transit state that is becoming a popular migrant path to the EU since other countries
along the Balkan migrant route have increased the surveillance at their borders.
• Albania adopted a new law on asylum in February 2021 that reinforces the framework for integration
of refugees and further aligning the asylum system with international and EU standards.
• Refugees, asylum-seekers and migrants are not included in the national vaccination plan for COVID19.
• Migrants try to reach Italy from Albania by sailing across the Adriatic Sea. Bad weather causes
rough waves that can prevent inflatable dinghies from landing, thus trapping them at sea for hours. In
January, Albanian police had to rescue 55 migrants, who were stuck for more than three hours in
rough seas on the Adriatic Sea separating Albania form the eastern Italian coast.
• The European Border and Coast Guard Agency (Frontex) and the Albanian authorities have signed a
mutual agreement to reinforce the cooperation of the two regarding border management and fight
internationally organised crime.
• Ylva Johansson, EU Commissioner for Home Affairs, visited Albania in February, where she met
with Albanian President of the Republic, Prime Minister, Minister of Interior and with the leader of
the opposition. The group discussed cooperation with the EU and migration management systems.
• Greece and Albania signed a bilateral agreement that will create a customs and police collaboration
facility at the Kakavia border crossing in the south of Albania. It aims to strengthen existing
cooperation by finding solutions for managing and combating modern-day challenges and security
threats, such as organized crime. Their mandate will be to exchange information and intelligence and
coordinate on matters pertaining to illegal migration, human trafficking, extremism, travel document
fraud, smuggling of narcotics, weapons and ammunition and other customs violations.
• Albania faces numerous allegations such as leaving migrants hungry (where they turn to begging to
get by), intimidation of migrants by state officials, and push backs at the border.
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